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A Good Thing CIC – matchmaking businesses with stuff to give away with local charities 
who want it 
 
A Good Thing CIC (www.agoodthing.org.uk) runs an online platform that 
allows businesses (of any size and of any type) to quickly and easily give 
things away to local charities – meaning less to landfill and more to a 
good cause. 
 
The idea is super simple: businesses are generating too much waste, while many 
charities are in need of more resources. A Good Thing connects the two. 
 
It’s really easy for charities and other not-for-profit organisations to get involved: 
it takes 30 seconds to register for a free account at www.agoodthing.org.uk, and 
then you can immediately begin to request any items that are on offer nearby. 
 
Businesses can – and do! – give away literally anything they no longer need. Laptops, plastic bags, candles, 
stationery, gardening equipment, end-of-line clothing, packaging, crafting materials and half-used tins of 
paint have all been successfully donated to local charities via the platform… alongside the more traditional 
items like furniture and IT equipment. 
 
The team at A Good Thing love to see things being saved from landfill. Companies can make such a 
difference to their communities through supporting the wonderful work of local charities. 
 
Fran Hopes 
Communications Volunteer, A Good Thing CIC 
www.agoodthing.org.uk  www.facebook.com/agoodthing.org.uk  www.twitter.com/agoodthing_uk  
www.linkedin.com/company/agoodthing-org-uk  www.instagram.com/agoodthing_uk 

https://www.harburyenergy.co.uk/warwickshire-low-carbon-network  

Welcome to the Low Carbon Warwickshire Network (LCWN) Newsletter 
The LCWN aims to create a central hub providing guidance, information and inspiration for new and 
existing groups, mainly in rural areas. ‘Low Carbon Communities‘ events have been held in Harbury, 
Napton on the Hill, Henley-in-Arden, Church Lawford, Boddington, Kenilworth, Brailes, Cubbington and 
Wroxall. The next event will be ‘Tomorrow’s Wellesbourne’ on 27th January 2024. 

Newsletter 

http://www.agoodthing.org.uk/
http://www.agoodthing.org.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/agoodthing.org.uk
http://www.twitter.com/agoodthing_uk
http://www.linkedin.com/company/agoodthing-org-uk
http://www.instagram.com/agoodthing_uk
https://www.harburyenergy.co.uk/warwickshire-low-carbon-network
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Lapworth – Pop Up Green Café 
 
People came to have interesting conversations about:- 

• Progress on Kenilworth’s Climate Road Map 

• Low Energy Buildings, Thermal Imaging cameras, what to recycle 
and where 

• Bee Friendly Kenilworth and how to become a bee friendly town 

• Green Councillor ambitions, and 

• Harbury Energy Initiative and the Low Carbon Warwickshire 
Network. 

 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photo: Zoe Leventhal, Kenilworth Greens 
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LCWN Steering Group 
The steering group meet infrequently and only when we have something of significance to discuss. If you 
would like to get in touch with us please contact Bob Sherman or Jacky Lawrence at 
lowcarbonwarks@gmail.com 
 
To find out a little more about the steering group members see their ‘who are we?’ answers:- 
 
Bob Sherman - LCWN-Newsletter-Issue-3-February-2021.pdf (harburyenergy.co.uk) 

Jacky Lawrence - LCWN-Newsletter-Issue-7-June-2021.pdf (harburyenergy.co.uk) 
Ted Dowdeswell - LCWN-Newsletter-Issue-9-August-2021.pdf (harburyenergy.co.uk) 
Ian Wood - LCWN-Newsletter-Issue-10-September-2021.pdf (harburyenergy.co.uk) 
Teresa Buckle - LCWN-Newsletter-February-2023-issue-24.pdf (harburyenergy.co.uk) 
Matt Black - LCWN-Newsletter-April-2023-issue-26.pdf (harburyenergy.co.uk) 
Louise Bowlt - LCWN-Newsletter-August-2023-issue-30.pdf (harburyenergy.co.uk) 
Bryn Turner -  
 

Do you want to host a LCWN event in your community? 
If you would like to host an RSA funded “Low Carbon Community” event where you live, please email: 
lowcarbonwarks@gmail.com and let us know where and when and we will support you in planning it. You 
will not be on your own. 
 
The LCWN Steering Group have also started to develop an event resource library including action, pledge 
and creativity ideas plus posters to support your event planning. 
 
The RSA 
Callum Bate is the Area Manager for the Central Area. His contact details are: The 
RSA, 8 John Adam Street, London, WC2N 6EZ, e: Callum.Bate@rsa.org.uk, w: The 
RSA - RSA 
 
The RSA – the Royal Society for encouragement of the Arts, manufactures and commerce. Where world-
leading ideas are turned into world-changing actions. The RSA is committed to a world where everyone can 
fulfil their potential and contribute to more resilient, rebalanced, and regenerative futures. 
 

Diary Dates 
The ‘Tomorrow’s Wellesbourne’ event on January 27th 2024 will be in the Church 
Centre, Chur ch Street, Wellesbourne, CV35 9LS. It will be a half day event and speakers 
will talk about action elsewhere to inspire. Doors will open at 9.30 a.m. for refreshments 
with talks starting at 10.00, followed by discussions and feedback then closing at 1 p.m.. 
 
Question from Sustainable Wellesbourne 
Anyone got any experience of developing a Local Nature Action Plan with links to surrounding villages with 
wildlife corridors?  
 
There will be a LCWN Spring Social gathering plus bring and share lunch in Napton, 12:30 till 3 on Saturday 
23rd March 2024. Contact Jacky Lawrence for further details if you’d like to join us at 

lowcarbonwarks@gmail.com or email: jackylawrence31@hotmail.co.uk 

mailto:lowcarbonwarks@gmail.com
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.harburyenergy.co.uk%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2021%2F03%2FLCWN-Newsletter-Issue-3-February-2021.pdf&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cabd8e6a3022b4995f60708db884b1442%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638253628264459468%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=09J406TY0z9F0c2EhuGVqPfRtwWvIwNAGrFy6Eff%2FbU%3D&reserved=0
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.harburyenergy.co.uk%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2021%2F07%2FLCWN-Newsletter-Issue-7-June-2021.pdf&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cabd8e6a3022b4995f60708db884b1442%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638253628264459468%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=uOSznK5Ya3yGeOkNECgfaF1rQPZsL%2BNynPwHKu8J4DU%3D&reserved=0
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.harburyenergy.co.uk%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2021%2F09%2FLCWN-Newsletter-Issue-9-August-2021.pdf&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cabd8e6a3022b4995f60708db884b1442%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638253628264459468%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=w4T%2BYyZ%2FHEuy7iuWm%2FpzTZ86V2qNKp2ZpWsC2g0YO5A%3D&reserved=0
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.harburyenergy.co.uk%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2021%2F10%2FLCWN-Newsletter-Issue-10-September-2021.pdf&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cabd8e6a3022b4995f60708db884b1442%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638253628264459468%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=MbWdWpR5j0%2Faowsp0clv3ZM0%2Bt%2FLlYZan0vc32Hxu7Q%3D&reserved=0
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.harburyenergy.co.uk%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2023%2F03%2FLCWN-Newsletter-February-2023-issue-24.pdf&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cabd8e6a3022b4995f60708db884b1442%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638253628264459468%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=thR49uYJuQ50HVyK4zIO%2BHkmy4NcYCj4Uu3KVQW3aBc%3D&reserved=0
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.harburyenergy.co.uk%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2023%2F06%2FLCWN-Newsletter-April-2023-issue-26.pdf&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cabd8e6a3022b4995f60708db884b1442%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638253628264459468%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=h0WKXZFMZzzI0jdHJ4o9UD%2BbONV01eh2TX8uSa888Eo%3D&reserved=0
https://www.harburyenergy.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/LCWN-Newsletter-August-2023-issue-30.pdf
mailto:lowcarbonwarks@gmail.com
mailto:Callum.Bate@rsa.org.uk
https://www.thersa.org/
https://www.thersa.org/
mailto:lowcarbonwarks@gmail.com
mailto:jackylawrence31@hotmail.co.uk
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Napton Know-How Talks on sharing skills and knowledge will start at 2 p.m. on Saturday, January 20th 
2024 with a talk on how to make your home energy efficient on a budget and how to use a thermal 
imaging camera to identify where heat is leaking from your home. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LCWN Schools Project Team – Useful links 
 
The Harmony Project Resources - Which is my favourite wildflower and why? 
Medium-term plan: Which is my favourite wildflower and why? - The Harmony Project 
 
In this enquiry of learning, students learn how to identify wildflowers native to the UK and find out why 
they are so important in a healthy ecosystem. 
 
How many wildflowers can you name? How many do you think your students could name? The learning 
enquiry set out in this medium-term planning, linked to the principle of the Cycle, allows you and your 
students to become experts in identifying wildflowers native to the UK and to explore why wildflowers are 
so important to pollinators, playing a crucial role in maintaining healthy, resilient ecosystems. 

https://www.theharmonyproject.org.uk/teaching-resources/medium-term-planning/wildflowers
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The learning in this medium-term planning is celebrated through a Great Work that sees students sow 
wildflower meadows. Depending on the grounds of your school, space could be cleared for this around the 
edges of the school field, in flowerbeds or containers – seeds can even be sown in pots to take home if 
space it tight. This allows young people not only to learn about the importance of protecting our remaining 

biodiversity, but also to find ways of enhancing it. 
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Wildflower meadows are magical, especially when bees and butterflies are buzzing over them. In the 
autumn, students can be involved in collecting some of the wildflower seed heads and gathering and 
storing seeds ready to sow the following year. This is a great way for the students to learn how a cyclical 
system works. 
 
The Science content in this medium-term plan links to National Curriculum objectives relating to flowering 
plants and the conditions they need to thrive. This knowledge of how wildflowers and other flowering 
plants grow can be applied in IT & Computing to creating a wildflower animation. There are opportunities 
in Geography to produce sketch maps using aerial photos of the school grounds for support, and to record 
on them the best places to sow wildflower meadows in preparation for the Great Work. 
 
This enquiry links to Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 15 Life on Land. 
What can we learn from the principle of the Cycle? - The Harmony Project 
 
We would love to hear about any school initiatives which you think could be shared. Do email, Teresa 
(O’Connor) Buckle at: lowcarbonwarks@gmail.com 
 

LCWN Resource Library 
Posters Warwickshire County Council has created a set of four posters – active travel, biodiversity, plastic 

pollution, recycling. 

   
 
Purpose to raise awareness of some of the impacts and causes of climate change. 
 
Objective to show some of the ways that we can all play our part in living in a more sustainable way. 
 
Task use them to get people talking about the different topics. 
 
Presentation put them on tabletop display boards or carefully on the walls at your event. Do you have any 
other ideas about how to use them? 
 
You can borrow them from the LCWN resource library – or if you want your own  copies (either printed or 
digital), you can email WCC at climateemergency@warwickshire.gov.uk . 
 

https://www.theharmonyproject.org.uk/practice/harmony-principle-cycle/
mailto:lowcarbonwarks@gmail.com
mailto:climateemergency@warwickshire.gov.uk
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Who are we? Introducing. . . . . . .  
This month we get Martin Wood, from Shrewley and Wroxall Environmental Action Team (SWEAT) to tell 
us something about his low carbon journey. 
 
1. What is your first memory of when you realised things needed to change? 
When I was 16 I came across “A Blueprint for Survival” published in 1972 as a special edition of The 
Ecologist and in book form as a Penguin Special. I still have my copies and the warnings they heralded 50 
years ago are still relevant and even more pressing today.  
 
“By now it should be clear that the main problems of the environment do not arise from temporary and 
accidental malfunctions of existing economic systems. On the contrary, they are warning signs of a 
profound incompatibility between deeply rooted beliefs in continuous growth and the dawning recognition 
of the earth as a space ship, limited in its resources and vulnerable to thoughtless mishandling.” 
 
2. What made you commit to doing something?  
A couple of years later my mate Steve and I were sent by our school to a Symposium on the theme of 
“Survival” at the Clarendon Hotel in Leamington Spa.  Among the speakers was  Ronald Sampson from the 
University of Bristol who talked about “power structures” as one of the great threats to our survival.   
 
Sitting next to Ronald Sampson at lunch I noticed that he wasn’t eating meat unlike the rest of us and I 
asked him why that was.  His answer was simply “I don’t like eating dead animals”.  That struck a chord 
with Steve and I and from that day on we both stopped eating meat. 
 
3. What have you done?  
For over 20 years I lectured students from all around the world on sustainable farming systems, farming 
which puts the nurturing of healthy soil at the heart of food production. I’m now involved with 
encouraging more sustainable, low carbon living in our local community.  We’ve just launched our local 
action group, Shrewley and Wroxall Environment Action Team (SWEAT) to carry these ideas forward. 
 
4. What's kept you going? What sustains you? 
My younger days were spent mainly on farms around Wroxall watching, listening and helping out where I 
could with farm work, in other words keeping my feet firmly planted on the ground!  Diane and I also now 
have grandchildren and feel a strong need to do what we can to provide our future generations with the 
kind of good life that we’ve been fortunate to enjoy. 
 
5. If there was one thing / one solution, you wished everyone knew about / did - what would it be? 
Soil contains more biodiversity that a tropical rain forest! Take care of your soil and all it’s teeming life and 
it will take care of you, providing you with a sustainable supply of healthy and nourishing food. 
 
Martin Wood, Shrewley and Wroxall Environmental Action Team (SWEAT), November 2023 
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Who are you? 
If you have an interesting story to tell which could inspire others to take action, please send your answers 
to the five ‘who are we?’ questions to lowcarbonwarks@gmail.com. We’ll include your story in a future 
newsletter. 

1. What is your first memory of when you realised things needed to change? 
2. What made you commit to doing something?  
3. What have you done?  
4. What's kept you going? What sustains you? 
5. If there was one thing / one solution you wished everyone knew about / did - what would it be? 

 

My Eight Favourite Environment and Climate Books - by our guest blogger Neil Kitching 
For those wanting ideas for Christmas presents - here is a list of environmental books, many with a positive 
educational message - fiction or non-fiction – covering climate change, nature and rewilding. 
 
Carbon Choices 
Common-sense Solutions to Our Climate and Nature Crises  
Neil Kitching, 2020 
Carbon Choices | Booklisti 
Starting with my own book of course, Carbon Choices is an easy-to-read guide to 
our climate and nature crises. Describes the effects of climate change, the building 
blocks to solve the issues and the common-sense solutions that governments, 
business, communities and individuals can take to tackle it.   Aimed at students, and 
adults who want to make up for not learning about climate change at school. 
 
 
The Adventures of Captain Polo 
The Climate Change Comic  
Alan J Hesse, 2018 
The Adventures of Captain Polo | Booklisti 
Book 4, Pole to Pole, presents an engaging introduction to climate change ranging 
from polar ice-melt to climate refugees. Travel the world through the eyes and 
adventures of Captain Polo the polar bear.  It is a tale of action and adventure, with 
a strong dose of humour. Aimed at children from age 9, as well as science teachers 
and homeschooling parents. 
 
Bright Green Future: How Everyday Heroes Are Re-Imagining the Way We Feed, 
Power, and Build Our World 
Gregory Schwartz, Trevor Decker Cohen, 2021  
Bright Green Future: How Everyday Heroes Are Re-Imagining the Way We Feed, Power, 
and Build Our World | Booklisti 
A hopeful book of people powered solutions to climate change told through stories of 
innovators, activists, and community builders.  Aimed at anyone who wants to know 
what's being done about climate change and how to get involved. 
 
 
 

mailto:lowcarbonwarks@gmail.com
https://booklisti.com/book/carbon-choices-neil-kitching/bx8bp69
https://booklisti.com/book/adventures-of-captain-polo/bx4eb5l
https://booklisti.com/book/bright-green-future-everyday-heroes-re-imagining-way-we-feed-power/bxazvbg
https://booklisti.com/book/bright-green-future-everyday-heroes-re-imagining-way-we-feed-power/bxazvbg
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Doughnut Economics 
Seven Ways to Think Like a 21st-Century Economist 
Kate Raworth, 2017 
Doughnut Economics | Booklisti 
A planet where we should aim to live within the 'doughnut' - sustaining a quality of life 
for all but within environmental planetary boundaries.  Showcases the limits to 
traditional economics. Aimed at those interested in economics or sustainable 
development. 
 
 
Stonechild 
Kevin Albin, 2020 
Stonechild | Booklisti 
An eco-fiction novel where the famous statues of London come to life with a serious 
message on conservation.  The battle for London begins, but just how do the police 
shoot stone and metal? Aimed at young adults but being read by all ages. 
 
 
How Bad Are Bananas? 
The Carbon Footprint of Everything 
Mike Berners-Lee, 2011 
How Bad Are Bananas? | Booklisti 
Mike calculates the carbon footprint of everything in a fun and easy to read style. 
Essential reading to learn the climate impact of our lives. It may affect what you choose to 
buy and consume in the future. 
 
 
The Great Soul of Siberia 
In Search of the Elusive Siberian Tiger 
Sooyong Park, 2017 
The Great Soul of Siberia | Booklisti 
Tracking the last remaining Siberian tigers in their ever-diminishing wilderness. This 
book was very emotional reading for me. Sooyong tracks the tigers through the frozen 
winter, hiding in frozen underground shelters. A labour of love, but it seems to be a 
losing battle against the encroachment of humans. 
 
 
Wilding 
The Return of Nature to a British Farm 
Isabella Tree, 2018 
Wilding | Booklisti 
I particularly liked this book because it is an impressive rewilding initiative taking place 
in Sussex, not far from London. There are many rewilding initiatives across the world, 
but most take place in remote regions or in areas that are not productive for 
agriculture. Wilding shows what can be done anywhere. 
 

https://booklisti.com/book/doughnut-economics-kate-raworth/bxeja86
https://booklisti.com/book/stonechild-kevin-albin/bx36a9j
https://booklisti.com/book/how-bad-are-bananas-mike-berners-lee/bx97p68
https://booklisti.com/book/great-soul-of-siberia-sooyong-park/bx5qjb7
https://booklisti.com/book/wilding-isabella-tree/bxb4p25
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Carbon Choices If you like my blogs, you might also enjoy my book, Carbon Choices on the common-sense 
solutions to our climate and nature crises. Available direct from me or 
http://www.carbonchoices.uk/index.php/buy I am donating one third of profits to rewilding projects. 
Follow me at carbonchoicesuk (twitter), carbonchoices (Facebook), carbonchoices (Instagram). 
 
Neil Kitching, Environment and Climate Books, November 2023 
 
Environment and Climate Books (or Green Books) | Booklisti 
 

Thoughts from an Organic Farmer – A patient turnaround in the French Vendée. 
On my farm in the French Vendée, we are picking the 
last peppers, aubergines, fennel, Padron peppers, and 
Butternut squash. Green manures have been sown, 
and beds have been formed for sowing broad beans 
and even the first lettuces we will plant in January.  
 
Every time I visit, the crops are better, the rows 
straighter, and the staff happier, calmer, and more 
confident. We have come a long way in the 15 years 
since I bought the farm – hoping to bridge the UK’s 
‘Hungry Gap’ each spring, and to broaden Riverford’s 
range with the minimum road miles. 
 
Initially, I would arrive to find a chaos of wilting, yellowing vegetables, wind-torn fleeces, and rows that 
wandered as if the addled tractor driver was following a seagull. For the first two years, we barely 
harvested 50% of our crop projections. After five years, and €150,000 of losses, things got better. We 
learnt a few tricks from our French neighbours, and abandoned the assumption that what worked on our 
soils in Devon would work on very different soils 250 miles further south. We slowly built a skilled and 
dedicated team, headed up by our Peruvian agronomist Marco, and Didier, the dairy farmer who sold us 
the farm and stayed on to work with us. We invested in machinery, tunnels, draining, and irrigation, and 
learnt a little of the local employment culture (still baffling at times) and the local banking culture (much 
more supportive of business than ours). 
 
The farm turned out to be a great choice. Its soils are a mixture of free-draining sand which allows early 
planting, some peaty loams, and heavy clay which holds moisture and supports huge crops of Butternut 
squash and sweetcorn later in the season. 
 
Our only crop this year that was not grown for Riverford was sunflowers. At harvest, the buyer told us that 
the organic market had collapsed and we would get no premium for them. Such exploitation of farmers 
reminds me that my confidence and investment in this farm would have withered without Riverford, and 
ultimately without our customers. It is unique in our industry to sell to a business which always buys what 
it says it will buy, pays what it says it will pay, pays on time, adopts sensible specifications, communicates 
openly, and makes long-term commitments. 
 
A patient turnaround in the French Vendée - Wicked Leeks (riverford.co.uk) 
Guy Singh-Watson, October 2023, farmer and founder and creator of Riverford Organic Farm 

http://www.carbonchoices.uk/index.php/buy
https://booklisti.com/booklist/environment-climate-books-or-emilija-denkovska/lx345w4
https://wickedleeks.riverford.co.uk/opinion/a-patient-turnaround-in-the-french-vendee/?utm_campaign=Wicked+Leeks+newsletter+22+10+2023&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Wicked+Leeks
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Warwickshire County Council – Sustainable Warwickshire Podcast 
New Episode Now Available 
 
Developing Future Skills in Warwickshire 
It’s estimated that by 2050, four out of five jobs in the UK will be 
supporting the transition to net zero.  
 
The latest episode of the Sustainable Warwickshire podcast features Dr 
Ben Silverstone, Associate Professor and Head of the WMG Skills Unit at 
the University of Warwick, and Louise Stolz, Business Skills Support 
Officer in Warwickshire County Council's Economy and Skills team. 
Together, they discuss the change needed to develop a workforce with 
the future skills to deliver on net zero ambitions, the opportunities for individuals and the economy and what 
support is already available for businesses in Warwickshire. 
 
You can listen to this and previous episodes by searching for Sustainable Warwickshire on Spotify or Apple, or by 
visiting: https://sustainablewarwickshire.podbean.com/ 

 

Gary’s Tech – Liquid 3 
Gary Stocker shares news of an interesting tech - liquid trees. Gary is one of the 
Green Champions at the Warwick Manufacturing Group at Warwick University. 
 
Liquid trees are not meant to replace trees as carbon dioxide captors – but could 
supplement them and help get CO2 under control. 
 
Trees obviously absorb CO2 (and lots of other nasties) as well as supporting wildlife. 
However, they do take a while to grow and take up room. So, although tree planting 
should continue as planned, the “liquid tree” technology could make a very 
important supplement to trees with absorbing CO2 whilst the ecosystem recovers. 
You can fit the liquid tree modules into small spaces which would otherwise be 
vacant including densely populated cities with limited green spaces. 
 
Gary first heard of the technology in the 1970’s when they used to have open days at 
the National Vegetable Research Station just outside Wellesbourne, where the 
Warwick University Wellesbourne campus is now. He says:- 
 

“I went to an open day with my dad and grandad. The following year my dad 
just went and came back and mentioned these mustard and cress type plants which could work the 
magic converting lots of CO2 into oxygen quickly and in large quantities. Of course, this was a while 
ago and I have asked around about it, but no one seems to know about it. The people who would 
have will be retired. Then, quite out of the blue (or green!) a former colleague of mine sent me a 

message on Linkedin. If it is based on the earlier research or not, I do not know. If it gives the 
ecosystem a chance of survival though, that is the important thing.” 

 
Some of the text on the web site is in Serbo-Croat, but there is also an English translation. 
LIQUID3 – Urban Photo-Bioreactor 

https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsustainablewarwickshire.podbean.com%2F&data=05%7C01%7C%7C25481d87d9bd488e513508dbdac5aa64%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638344314725887905%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=4QVOa0Omv9VOG7Pg%2FYDGgEgkj4q4QefB2kTHzwmUa9U%3D&reserved=0
https://liquid3.rs/
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For those on LinkedIn here is a link to the video (1) Post | LinkedIn 
 

 
 
 

Nicholas’s Tech – CO2RE – The Greenhouse Gas Removal Hub 
Nicholas Corker shares news of CO2RE which is the UK’s national research hub on Greenhouse Gas Removal 
(GGR). Nicholas is Innovation Manager, Business Development & Engagement, at the UK Centre for Ecology 
& Hydrology. 
 
CO2RE are conducting cross-cutting research on the environmental, economic, social, cultural, ethical, legal 
and governance issues around GGR and co-ordinating across the national programme.  
 
Funded through the UKRI SPF Greenhouse Gas Removal Demonstrators (GGR-D) Programme, CO2RE 
conducts solutions-led research to evaluate a balanced portfolio of scalable GGR options, with associated 
policy design, engagement and outreach. This will enable the UK to lead internationally on achieving global 
net–zero emissions, consistent with the Paris Agreement. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Home - CO₂RE - The Greenhouse Gas Removal Hub (co2re.org) 
 

Useful Links 
• www.harburyenergy.co.uk 

• Warwickshire Low Carbon Network – Harbury Energy Initiative 

• Community Energy Warwickshire Fund https://www.heartofenglandcf.co.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2020/12/CEW-2020.pdf The fund aims to:  

o • Support the development and installation of renewable energy projects  
o • Encourage the sustainable use of energy and reductions in carbon emissions  
o • Promote public awareness of environmental issues and support educational initiatives  
o Available Funding - There’s grant of up to £2,000. Funding must be spent within 1 year. CEW-

2020.pdf (heartofenglandcf.co.uk) 
 

https://www.linkedin.com/posts/giuseppemasanotti_innovation-tree-future-ugcPost-7116779275134877696-03xs/?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&fbclid=IwAR1eiXL_tq-NWuhQFiY9Lw_cBlbmTcU-o_EgqjrJjV1vpHngXC_aVjOAqBY
https://co2re.org/
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.harburyenergy.co.uk%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7C222b9035af1740a0168f08d9c9f22e14%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637762864429102919%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=gFjyXAE9a0Giv0ODLcYFPYVQO98FSefZDmuXXJsrnZs%3D&reserved=0
https://www.harburyenergy.co.uk/warwickshire-low-carbon-network/
https://www.heartofenglandcf.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/CEW-2020.pdf
https://www.heartofenglandcf.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/CEW-2020.pdf
https://www.heartofenglandcf.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/CEW-2020.pdf
https://www.heartofenglandcf.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/CEW-2020.pdf
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CAVA have sent this out to their members: 
'Stratford-on-Avon district council still have some Rural Prosperity grant funding remaining for the 2023-
2024 financial year and are looking for expressions of interest and applications by Friday 15th December at 
1700, after which those applications received will be assessed and put forward for recommendation for 
funding during the first week in January 2024 with funding likely to be made available at the beginning of 
February 2024, allowing a two month spend window before the end of this financial year. 
 
If you have a plan and need some capital equipment and funding and are able to spend during this financial 
year, please contact john.tonge@stratford-dc.gov.uk and cc in ukspf@stratford-dc.gov.uk before the 
deadline to assess fit for the funding call and check out your ideas and match to the three themes.'  
 
Repair Cafés  
1. (1) Repair Cafe Alcester | Alcester | Facebook 
2. Bar zero Barford | Facebook 
3. (1) Repair Cafe Harbury | Facebook 
4. Repair Cafe | Repair Cafe Kenilworth | Kenilworth (repaircafe-kenilworth.org) 
5. Repair Café Leamington Spa | Leamington Spa | Facebook 
6. (1) Repair Cafe Rugby | Rugby | Facebook 
7. Stratford Repair Cafe: A Net Zero and Stratford Town Trust Venture, organised by Stephen Norrie - Co-

operate (coop.co.uk) 
8. (1) Repair Café Southam | Facebook 
9. Wellesbourne Repair Cafè | Facebook 

 
Want to get involved? – find your local climate action group 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Have we got the correct logo for your group or organisation? 

 
 

For contact names and details see the May 2023 or earlier newsletters. 
LCWN-Newsletter-May-2023-issue-27.pdf (harburyenergy.co.uk) 

mailto:john.tonge@stratford-dc.gov.uk
mailto:ukspf@stratford-dc.gov.uk
https://www.facebook.com/RepairCafeAlcester
https://www.facebook.com/BarZeroBarford/
https://www.facebook.com/RepairCafeHarbury
https://www.repaircafe-kenilworth.org/
https://www.facebook.com/RepairCafeLSpa/
https://www.facebook.com/RepairCafeRugby/
https://co-operate.coop.co.uk/events/stratford-repair-cafe-a-net-zero-and-stratford-town-trust-venture/
https://co-operate.coop.co.uk/events/stratford-repair-cafe-a-net-zero-and-stratford-town-trust-venture/
https://www.facebook.com/repaircafesoutham/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/272231454305288/
https://www.harburyenergy.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/LCWN-Newsletter-May-2023-issue-27.pdf
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+ 
Shrewley and Wroxall Environment Action Team (SWEAT) 
Clean Water Kineton 
Arley and Ansley Big Local 
 
With support from Nik at Arley and Ansley Big Local and her 
husband Chris we are creating a web resource showing where all 
the community groups and Parish and Town Councils active in 
tackling the climate crisis are and giving a link to their web sites 
– so make sure your web page is up to date. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LCWN Facebook group set up by Emma Powell for everyone to share useful things. Please like and follow 
it. Please send any comments to lowcarbonwarks@gmail.com  
https://www.facebook.com/Low-Carbon-Warwickshire-Network-101562702401683/ 
 

 
Have your say— What do you want to see in future editions? 
This is your newsletter and only as good as you make it – it is your opportunity to: 
 publicise any on-line events you are holding, let other community groups know what you are 

currently up to, share your experiences, let others know of interesting low carbon news. 
 
 
Ideas, requests, offers, Q & A, hints & tips 
Please send all copy (by 12th of each month), news items, case studies, details of events, comments, 
suggestions and enquiries about this newsletter to: lowcarbonwarks@gmail.com referring to the issue 
date and number for queries or phone Jacky Lawrence on 07906 440496. 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/Low-Carbon-Warwickshire-Network-101562702401683/

